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killed this Barbarian, both of them would have lost
their lives; he came off with only the stroke of a
javelin which the enemy thrust into his thigh. The
other Frenchman, having promptly risen at the noise,
seized his sword; a Hiroquois shot an arrow at him,
which passed under his arm. Another, intending to
approach him, made a false step and fell into the
snow; immediately the Frenchman presented his
naked sword at his throat; the Hiroquois saw him
do this without stirring,—mnot one made a show of
hindering him, or of killing him, for fear he might
transfix his enemy whom he had at his feet. At
length this young man seeing that he would be mas-
sacred in a moment, if he went further, threw down
his sword and surrendered, in order that he might
have leisure to examine his conscience, although he
had confessed and received communion the preced-
ing Sunday,— preferring to be burned, roasted, and
eaten, to dying in this headlong haste without think-
ing upon God. Behold, then, these two poor victims
in the hands of these Tigers; they bind them, pinion
them, and take them away into their own country
with shrieks and yells, or rather with the howling of
wolves. [140] Nevertheless, having recognized that
they were Frenchmen, they did not treat them as
they do the Savages, but used greater gentleness; for
they neither tore off their finger-nails, nor mutilated
them in any part of their bodies.

However, as they did not return on the day ap-
pointed, their friends began to suspect that some
misfortune had happened to them; they were awaited
some time longer, but as they did not appear, the
French went to seek them in the place where they
said they were going to hunt; they found a pole fixed



